THE Russo-JAPANESE WAR - [ 5 ik 4+

For eighteen months a bitter conflict was waged between two great military nations. It was the first modern war
involving both telegraph and telephone, machine guns, barbed wire, illuminating star shells, mine fields, advanced
torpedoes, and armored battleships. The Russo-Japanese War is unique in that the warring nations fought over, and
only on, the territory of two neutral countries, China and Korea. Prior to World War 1, this war marked historys
greatest battles between two nations in terms of numbers of troops and armored battleships engaged.
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BEGINNING BATTLES - i\ ot E0

= T ? | The hostilities began with two Japanese attacks, the most shocking being the assault on
I e x| : i the Russian fleet off Port Arthur, China, on February 8, 1904. Concurrently, Japan sent
I ) troops ashore at Chemulpo, Korea. Meeting little opposition at the landing, Japan soon
I H 5 i = | controlled Korea, and then advanced up the peninsula to confront the Russians at the
| ° Too ks ANCHURIA Yalu River that separated Korea from Manchuria. By the end of May the Russians were
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defeated at the Yalu River, while most of their Far Eastern fleet was blockaded at Port
| S— Arthur.
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Jap reserves in Manchuria waiting for orders to Russian Twenty-third Artillery Brigade about to leave
Battles in Korea and Manchuria. advance. Harpers Weekly. for the front. Courtesy of Portsmouth Athenaeum.

PORT ARTHUR SIEGE - Jiflii o ik

The Japanese landed another army just north of Port Arthur and again defeated the Russians,
effectively cutting off Port Arthur from any reinforcements. The Japanese army moved south to
beseige Port Arthur.
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The Japanese fleet in the harbor of Port Arthur after the siege. Courtesy of C. B. Doleac.

Japanese troops remove their dead from barbed wire following a battle.
Courtesy of C. B. Doleac.



